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Statement from Arizona Supreme Court Chief Justice Rebecca White Berch on behalf of the 

Arizona Judicial Branch: 

"This is a sad and tragic day for the judiciary, our state, and our country.  The shocking events 

that took place this morning deeply grieve those of us in the Arizona Judiciary. Initial reports indicate 

that, along with Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and many members of her staff, Chief Judge John 

M. Roll of the United States District Court for the District of Arizona is a victim of this tragedy and we 

are deeply saddened that a member of our sister judicial system, a kind man, a wise and fair jurist, and 

a friend to many within the legal community, has been harmed by this senseless act of violence. Our 

thoughts and prayers go to all of those affected by today’s shooting." 


